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MUSKRAT WATERSHED COUNCIL (MWC) 
Meeting of the Board of Directors  

  
Meeting Minutes  

Whitewater Region Township Building - Downstairs 
Parking and entrance at back of building  

July 18, 2019, 6:30 PM 
 

1. Call to Order and Record of Attendance 
 

The meeting of the Muskrat Watershed Council was called to order at 6:30pm. 
 

Attendance: 
Present:  Karen Coulas, Rene Coulas, Barbara Green, Evelyn St. Amour, Jeff Reeves, 

Gerry Rook, Andy Laird, Megan Rae, Candice Rollin, Debbie MacDonald, David 
Thomassin 

 
Regrets:  Julie Sylvestre, Tom Dolan, Erin Dolan, Andrea Bishop, Marie Janick Robitaille 

 

Council Representatives Regrets:  Claus Trost, Township of Laurentian Valley Township 
Council Representative Regrets: Dave Mackay, Township of Whitewater Region,  
   
 
 

2. Adoption of Agenda  
 
The agenda was adopted by David and seconded by Debbie. 
 
3. Approval of previous minutes:  
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The minutes were adopted by Jeff and seconded by Evelyn. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report  
- See attached document  
- Postal box - you can rent a key for $15 to get into the post office after hours to pick up 

mail:    Action item: Debbie is going to do this. 
- Debbie has mailed a cheque to Algonquin College to cover the MWC’s  share of the cost 

of student salary 
- Debbie is still waiting for confirmation about the paypal account. 
- Megan said we are still waiting for $7,500 from Lush cosmetics. 
- Change in Bingo volunteer schedule - on Sept. 8 Evelyn will replace Debbie 
 
5. Director’s Reports: 

 
Agricultural Committee Update – Karen Coulas 

 
- Middlesex County, on a farm north of London ON, the University of Western Ontario 

has had some good success using saturated buffers (graduated plantings of grass, taller 
bushes and trees along the edge of a field). The project is cheap - it cost about $3,500 
US to install a drain all along the edge of the field with a controlled tile drainage outlet. 
The system works like a holding tank horizontal to the field. Megan will contact the 
person at Western and go see this project sometime when she’s down home in that 
area. She will find out if there is a research paper about the project.  

- The Agricultural Committee has received a request from Jennifer Dolman of the 
Bonnechere Watershed Council to sit on our Agricultural Committee. Jennifer has a lot 
of good information and contacts. Karen will discuss this possibility with Rene.  

- A short meeting of the Agricultural Committee was held immediately after the Muskrat 
Watershed Council meeting. 

 
Science Committee Update – David Thomassin 
 

- Imagine Zeolite’s missing pallet will be shipped this week. Karen said they contacted 
her and will come Monday. $1800 will need to be paid. Dave will send the bill to 
Debbie. Dave talked to Julie. Zeolite will go ahead but not as the original plan with 
Algonquin College. We will just do the zeolite test and measure for phosphorus and 
nitrogen. $500 has been set aside for two test kits (50 tests per kit for each of 
phosphorus and nitrogen =100 tests) Megan thinks it may cost less. Megan said the 
tests are a bit difficult to do - they give inconsistent numbers. Megan asked Julie to ask 
Dana Crookshank of MOE about exactly how they do the test. (i.e. does MOE test for 
for high, low or ultra low range of phosphorus and nitrogen?) Karen and Rene Coulas’ 
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farm at 169 Egan Line will be the zeolite testing site. The site is by a stream and holding 
pond. Dave will do a site visit this week.  

- EBR review recommendations: Whitewater Region sent an information letter about EBR 
(Environmental Benefit Review). MOCP made recommendations about what we can do 
(see the letter Karen sent MWC Council members today) Water Blue book- the 
recommendations are a bit like those from Love Your Lake 

- Soil property visits will be delayed by a week or so. 
- Muskrat Lake vs. Muskrat River implications: There was some discussion about our 

name possibly causing confusion as to what area it covers. The conclusion was that our 
name, the Muskrat Watershed Council, was chosen to include Muskrat Lake, the 
Muskrat River and the entire Muskrat watershed. This is clear and comprehensive so 
we are not changing our name. 

- Stewardship Initiatives: We are looking for small inexpensive projects that can be done 
in the Cobden Marsh to get ourselves noticed. MNR must approve them. One 
stewardship initiative suggested by Megan is loon nests. These are man-made “islands” 
on platforms to help loons nest since flooding has destroyed some nesting areas. Nest 
building season is in the fall.  We would need MNR approval because the nests would 
be in a navigable area. Dave will talk to Kirby Punt at MNR to find out what we need to 
do to start this initiative. It was suggested we could collect Christmas trees and put 
them in the water to create fish habitat. But Kirby Punt has some concerns about this as 
Christmas trees are treated with chemicals.  Perhaps brush piles could be used? Dave 
encouraged everyone to send him ideas for small projects.  

- Cobden Beach Name Change: A proposal was received by Whitewater Council to name 
the Beach House in Cobden in honour of Elmer E. Winters, who was named Civitan’s 
citizen of the year in 2016 and took special care of Veterans Memorial Park, including 
the beach area.  Mr. Winters passed away on December 17, 2016 in his 82nd year. 

 
Fundraising Committee Update - Karen  
 

- Brent Clifford of MNR Feeds said there will be a cheque coming to us for $1,000. He will 
let Karen know when. Debbie will issue a tax receipt. 

- $500 is promised from Renfrew County Soil and Crop for work on the soil health 
project. 

- Soaps from Lush Cosmetics: Lush Cosmetics donated soaps. Karen has put them in 100 
little paper bags with stickers with our MWC logo on them. A discussion followed about 
how to use the bags of soaps. Suggestions included giving them to members when they 
renewed their membership or giving them to the volunteers who help with tree 
planting. 

 
Communications & Media – Megan 
 

- Megan wants to keep the old map of the lake up on the website as it shows the use of 
the land in the watershed. 
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- The photo contest is going well - Megan has received more photos via email than 
through social media - the deadline is August 13, when we will vote. The winner will be 
announced at the AGM on August 15. 

- Heather from Renfrew County SPCA contacted us last month concerning hosting a 
session at their kids’ summer camp at Shaw Woods on July 18th. The council sent 
Megan Rae with summer students Candice Rollins and Nick Ferris to present to the 
individuals attending. The session included a benthic invertebrate and water sampling 
demonstration as well as native plant identification. The demonstration was well 
received and a similar session is scheduled for the SPCA's second week at Shaw Woods 
on August 15th. 

 
Recruiting Committee  
 

- Articles about our volunteers: As this year marks the 5th anniversary of the MWC, 
Megan suggested we do a series of articles on our long-time volunteers, starting with 
Evelyn St. Amour, who is the longest serving volunteer. Action item: Megan and Barb 
will write up the articles.  

- Dave thinks we need to focus more on volunteers and recognizing their efforts. He 
suggested we might call our recruiting committee the volunteer committee. We could 
issue plaques or certificates of recognition. There was a motion to start a volunteer 
committee: Megan could keep track of the volunteer planters. And as mentioned 
above, Barb and Megan could write articles to recognize volunteer efforts. 

 
6. Old Business – Updates 
 
- Amendment to MWC membership fees at AGM: We will need to make an an 

amendment to our constitution so annual MWC memberships will will run for a 
calendar year and expire on Dec. 31. Karen will check if this is in the bylaws. 

- AGM: Megan needs the AGM agenda very soon so she can post it. Karen will send 
agenda and speaker information to Megan. Karen talked to ALUS (Alternative Land Use 
Services) who has confirmed they will make a presentation. Megan will talk at the AGM 
about communications and media.  

- Shaw Woods meeting: Karen and Rene attended a meeting of Renfrew County: One 
County, One Voice. The purpose of the meeting was to brainstorm about an 
organizational plan for a Renfrew County Watershed Group which would include the 
four watersheds in Renfrew County: Bonnechere, Madwaska,  Petawawa and Muskrat. 
This umbrella group hopes to have a paid employee to work with all the groups. Each 
watershed would send two representatives to meetings. It is hoped that business 
associations, tourism groups etc. would also join. Any issues in the watershed could 
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then be dealt with in a more unified way. MWC has been part of these talks for several 
years now. 

- Interlake: meeting: John Brady will speak at the Interlake meeting on Sept. 21 from 8-
12 a.m. at the Barr Line Community Centre. 

 
7. Other/New Business 

 
- AGM cake offer: Dave’s wife, Crystal, is making a cake for our 5th anniversary to be 

served at the AGM. 
- List of open director positions: We need a list of all director positions and a description 

of each for the AGM. All positions are technically open, some people will let their 
names stand. If two people want a position we will hold a vote. Only members can 
vote. 

- Brochures: Karen suggested we keep a tote with all the MWC brochures at the WWR 
Township building. 

- Plantings: two site visits have taken place. Future sites visits are scheduled in August  
- Karen has been researching 10x10 tents with a support at the top to use as our booth 

for events such as Taste of the Valley. She found one for $200. But Andy said our 
current tent is repairable. We can just just get a 10x20 canvas top for it. Andy will order 
one. A motion for us to reimburse Andy was moved by Karen and approved by all. 

 
8. Next Meeting:  August 15, 2019 

 
NOTE:  WE WILL BE MEETING IN THE DOWNSTAIRS HALL WITH ENTRANCE AND PARKING 
THROUGH THE BACK. 

 
9.  Adjournment:   
 
 

Minutes recorded and submitted by:  _____________________________________________ 
                                                                    Erin Dolan, Secretary, Muskrat Watershed Council 
Approved by:   _________________________________________________ 
                            Karen Coulas, Chair, Muskrat Watershed Council
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MUSKRAT WATERSHED COUNCIL   TREASURER'S REPORT - July 2019  
    

 Meeting June 20th, 2019 - Scotia Account Balance  $  22,890.91  Business Chequing Account  
    

Income  Expenses  
    
Whitewater Region Contribution $5,000.00 Summer Student Pay Cheque 118  $         (851.28) 

Paypal $10.00 Service charge (Monthly fee & statement prep)  $             (7.00) 

  Summer Student Pay Cheque 119  $         (851.28) 

  Canada Post - Postal Box  $         (190.97) 

  Scotia Bank Cheque Purchase  $           (97.98) 

    
    

    

Total Income  $    5,010.00  Total Expenses  $  (1,998.51) 
    

Current Amount in Scotia Account  $  25,902.40    

(Note:  Float $240.60)    
    
        
    
    
June 20, 2019 - BMO Account Balance  $    7,849.55  SBCNA Charity Gaming Business Account  
    

Income  Expenses  
    
     

    
Total Income  $               -    Total Expenses  $              -    

    

Current Amount in BMO Account  $    7,849.55    

    
 


